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Curb The Clutter
Storage Tips to Conquer Mess & Reduce Stress
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Do you have too much stuff and nowhere to put it? Maybe you’re 

cultivating that cluttered look? If you find you’re spending far too much 

time looking for all those safe places where you’re sure you left things, 

then our Top Tips might be very useful! 

In this eBook, we’ve focused on all the main rooms of the house, and 

then that spiritual home of storage, the garage. Ideas have to be really 

good to make our Top Tips list, so we’re sure you’ll discover some 

inspiring new places to store all those ‘what-to-do-with’ items. 

And if you’re about to shift into your new home, then now’s the time for 

making storage plans. It’s exciting to start afresh in a new house, with 

all those new-found nooks and crannies to fill. 

It’s a good time to sort through the overflow – to make that heroic call 

to toss out or donate to a worthy cause. And the best part too is when 

you rediscover all those socks and other items that disappeared months 

ago. It’s the start of a new chapter and time to rejuvenate. 

So, what are we waiting for? Let’s get creative! 
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Use your window as a suspended kitchen garden, storing your herbs, 

succulents or small vegetables. You can fill the kitchen window area 

with a mixture of plants, staggering the height to fill an otherwise 

unused space. 

Store smarter by making use of wall space in a small kitchen. Hang 

pans, utensils and ornaments that you frequently use on a stainless-

steel rail near your stove. Display your items rather than conceal them 

by creating an open and organised wall space area. You can use open 

shelves to display your favourite items. 

How about wood crates? They make a unique storage idea for holding 

small wine bottles and food jars, or even recipe books and magazines in 

the kitchen. 

Reuse glass jars or collect them from a second-hand shop, or a store 

that sells vintage or retro items. Remove any unwanted labels or simply 

decorate them to suit your style/colour scheme. Glass containers are 

ideal for storing dry ingredients in the kitchen. All those textures and 

shapes look so appealing. 

Be creative. For pantry organising, use an over-the-door shoe rack on 

the inside door of your pantry. Great for holding small snacks and boxes 

to make some extra space in your cupboard. 

> Continued
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Clear your bench top clutter by using a ceramic cake stand to display 

olive oil, salt, pepper and all those seasonings and spices you want 

readily to hand. 

Add a magnetic bulletin board to the back of a kitchen cupboard door to 

display notes, shopping lists, calendars and recipes. 

Use all that wasted space underneath your sink by installing several 

pull-out drawers. Place a wire basket in each drawer to hold washing 

detergents and sponges, plastic bags, paper towels, cleaning products 

and tea towels. 

If there’s a window near the kitchen area, perhaps you could install 

a window seat as an additional eating spot as well as useful storage 

space. You could build in drawers under the window seat to store all 

those special occasion items that you don’t need to access very often. 

Utilise your kickboards!  Install drawers behind kickboards to make 

clever use of this space. This can be handy for storing your baking ware 

items such as trays and baking pans. 

Corner cabinets can be tricky to access items where there is a tight 

space. Install a ‘lazy Susan’ turntable in a corner cabinet and you’ll 

find it much easier to reach and store those kitchen items. 
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Construct a hidden bookcase at the side of your desk that can be a 

place to display reference materials. This is an area where you can also 

add baskets and decorative boxes to store lots of small items (e.g., IT 

equipment, stationery). 

Bring out the old furniture. Transform a traditional piece of bedroom 

furniture such as a chest or suitcase into a filing suspension system. 

Try some DIY. Find some old wooden crates and give them a fresh 

coat of paint or leave them in their original condition for a more rustic 

feel. This can be a quirky storage solution for books, magazines and 

paperwork. 

Put your walls to work by installing a pin board to display a calendar, 

notes and reminders. Add postcards and photos to make you smile on 

a dull day. 

Use organisers, decorative boxes and even old teapots to store pens 

and desk accessories. You can re-use paint tins, covered in fabric or 

colourful paper, to keep all those awkward items that jam up your desk 

drawers. 

You could make a vertical garden of your pens and accessories! Hook 

a series of small terracotta planter pots to a frame on the wall. Fill the 

pots with colourful pens and even the occasional plant. 

> Continued
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Keep clutter and important documents from piling up on your desk by 

installing vertical hanging folders that can be attached to the wall. 

If you like collecting designer store bags, use these for storing papers or 

files. Group a few together, with various heights and colours, and create 

a colourful and stylish alternative to a filing cabinet. 

Buy a kitchen trolley or perhaps a vintage drinks trolley from a second- 

hand shop. You can store all your office equipment in baskets on the 

trolley and then wheel it out of sight when you need to. Home Office by 

day – spare room by night. 

Turn a wooden magazine rack on its side and use as a handy shelf for 

the wall, with storage! Great idea for wasted corners. 

A shelf above a window or door can be a clever place to park those 

reference books or items that you don’t need to access often. Keep 

everything in baskets or decorative boxes so the shelf looks stylish and 

uncluttered. 

If you have plans or large documents to store, why not get a portable 

clothes rack and hang the items using trouser hanger clips. 
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Think vertically.  Stacking towel bars behind closed doors can be a 

smart way to use space efficiently and looks stylish and appealing. 

Introduce a hanging organiser which hooks on to the back of a door. An 

organiser can help store toiletries and other small items, helping to clear 

your bathroom bench space. 

Purchase some identical plastic container bottles to hold your shampoo, 

conditioner and liquid soap. A set of uniform, labelled containers will sit 

neatly in your shower caddy. 

Add an eye-catching bathtub caddy - a handy decorative storage unit to 

hold soaps, lotion and bath products. 

Invest in a mesh bath toy bag with suction cups to store children’s bath 

toys, either on the wall of the bathtub or just outside the bath. 

A vanity with a cabinet can hold small items such as toilet paper, 

medicine and cleaning products. Use adjustable shelving, plastic 

compartments and racks, and hooks attached to the insides of doors to 

make the cabinet work effectively. For family harmony, it’s important to 

create a personal storage space for every member of the family! 

> Continued
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Install pull-out shelves for the interiors of cabinets – so handy in small 

space bathrooms. 

If you have the space, build a recessed wall niche to hold items that can 

be openly displayed. It’s also a great place to store and burn candles 

and display decorative bathroom ornaments. 

Look for any ‘dead space’ in your bathroom and install some parallel 

shelving in this area. Display colourful baskets or bottles to add style 

and personality. 

How about carving out a storage area between wall studs? To hide the 

storage area, use a mirror as a door, creating a sense of space in the 

bathroom. 

For an ingenious makeup storage solution, attach a magnetic board 

to your wall and store your makeup on the board with magnets. Add 

baskets underneath to store makeup brushes, foundation and creams. 

Do you have an old, abandoned CD tower? Turn the CD tower on its 

side and attach it to your wall under a mirror. You could use this as a 

shelf for storing those toiletries that you grab frequently such as soap, 

toothpaste, brushes and makeup. 

8 

mailto:info@urbanpropertyinspections.com.au


Laundry 
................................................................................................................................................................ 

A  PO Box 277 Boronia Vic 3155  E  info@thehomeinspectionhub.com.au     P  1300 071 283   W  www.thehomeinspectionhub.com.au 

Lucky to have space in your laundry? Invest in an island unit for a place 

to fold your laundry. Add baskets underneath to store your laundry and/ 

or cleaning equipment. 

Purchase some ornamental glass jars with a wide opening for easy 

access, such as biscuit caddies or old preserving jars. Decant your 

laundry powder detergent into the glass jars and display on a shelf. 

They look more interesting than carton products and you can see at a 

glance when you’re running low on product. 

Add adjustable wire shelving to your laundry wall to store all of your 

cleaning products. 

Utilise the back of the laundry cabinet with over-the-door organisers to 

hold your laundry items. 

If you’re struggling for floor space, hang some canvas laundry bags to 

sort your laundry on the wall. 

A wall-mounted drying rack that folds out and extends from the wall is 

a space-saving solution for tight spaces. The rack can also be used to 

hang your clothes when doing the ironing. 

Use a retractable clothesline hidden in a cabinet. 

> Continued
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Designate a work surface area within your laundry, such as a foldout 

shelf or a small table, to fold your clothes. You could place a high table 

over your washing machine and extend it out when you need a bigger 

area for laundry sorting, folding and storage. 

Mount your ironing board and iron on to the wall to save floor space. 

Alternatively, you could create a pull-out ironing board from a hidden 

drawer – saves space in the laundry and can be ready at a moment’s 

notice for all those last-minute ironing jobs. 

Piece together a ready-for-action cleaning caddy to hold all of your 

supplies, so that you can carry the caddy with you as move around the 

house. 

Boost the storage capacity in your laundry by installing overhead 

shelving. Even small ledge style shelving can help to maximise space in 

this area. 

Heard of a ‘mudroom’? It’s an area – like a secondary entrance - ideal 

for storing footwear, coats, and wet clothing etc. before entering the 

main house. You can create this in your laundry. An old bookshelf 

or Welsh dresser can be sectioned off and labelled for each family 

member. Use hooks and hangers to store book bags, hats, gloves, 

keys and umbrellas. 
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Why not put your hallway to good use? Built-in bookcases along an 

open passageway are ideal for storing books, children’s artwork, boxes, 

ornaments and vases. 

If you are struggling for space, look for less obvious areas such as 

under a staircase. Little nooks and crannies like this can create 

interesting and handy storage places. 

Love your mugs? Create yourself a mug shelf in your dining room. 

Attach a bookshelf with tiny shelving to fit each individual mug for a 

colourful and quirky storage solution. 

For a great visual effect, stack vintage suitcases on top of each other 

against a wall. Suitcases can hold a range of larger storage items for the 

lounge room, such as throw rugs and cushions. 

Add some side tables to either side of your couch to store reading 

glasses, books and other small items. 

If you are a connoisseur of wine, you might like to construct an 

underground wine storage cellar, accessible via a trap door. You 

can ensure that your bottle collection is maintained at an optimum 

temperature. 

> Continued

11 

mailto:info@urbanpropertyinspections.com.au
mailto:info@urbanpropertyinspections.com.au


Lounge/ Dining 
................................................................................................................................................................ 

PROPERTY  INSPECTIONS 

A  PO Box 277, Boronia, Vic 3155 

E  info@thehomeinspectionhub.com.au

A  PO Box 277 Boronia Vic 3155  E  info@thehomeinspectionhub.com.au     P  1300 071 283   W  www.thehomeinspectionhub.com.au 

Hide the clutter in a busy lounge room. If this room is also used as an 

office space, or for dining and recreational use, a streamlined wall of 

storage can help in hiding clutter. Wall shelves with a flat panelled door, 

with no handles, can turn empty walls into an ideal space to hide your 

personal items. 

On the other hand, you might want to display your bits and pieces. A 

bookcase or tiered shelving provide good opportunities to display your 

collection of books, photographs, artwork and glassware. And you can 

even colour-code your items for a different look. 

Storage ottomans are a stylish way to store items in a living room. They 

can hide a range of items from small toys to games and television 

equipment. 

Assemble a built-in media unit surrounding your television that can hold 

DVDs, CDs, television equipment, remote controls and DVD player. 

Invest in a coffee table that doubles as a storage unit with closed 

shelving underneath. This can be great for storing magazines, DVDs 

and other TV equipment. 
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Is your wardrobe full of clothes you no longer wear? De-clutter by 

learning to let go! Begin by sorting through your clothes and weeding 

out those items that are really just taking up space. You may need to be 

ruthless. Donate to a charity, or make money by selling on eBay. Think of 

the new items you could buy. 

Wardrobe storage systems are readily available these days and you 

can easily turn a single space into multi-sectioned units with a lot more 

capacity. Look too for a variety of hooks and hangers to keep your 

clothes wrinkle-free and easy to find. 

Chaos at the top of your wardrobe? Purchase some rectangular wire or 

mesh baskets and divide your items evenly across the baskets.  You’ll 

be able to see your items clearly through the wire or mesh. It can also 

add colour and texture to the space. 

Magazine holders can be positioned at the top of your wardrobe to hold 

items such as belts, small bags, wallets and gloves. Alternatively, place 

the magazine holders on the floor of your wardrobe to hold sandals and 

thongs. 

If you live in a small space, replace traditional wardrobe doors that 

open out with attractive curtains or screens. This may help to provide a 

feeling of space in the room. 

Transform an unused bookshelf into an organised shoe stand. Add 

some clear shoe boxes if you want it to look tidy and uncluttered. 

> Continued
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If you have the space, a dressing table with side drawers is a wonderful 

place to store your makeup, jewellery and accessories. 

Store seasonal clothing. Use vintage style suitcases to store out-of- 

season clothes such as jackets or jumpers. Stack the suitcases on top 

of each other to create a visual effect. 

You could invest in a small desk to fit beside your bed, if space allows. 

As an alternative to a bedside table, the desk would give you more 

capacity for storing a range of items. 

For an interesting bedhead, build a recessed wall niche that will provide 

open storage space. You can then display items such as candles, 

photographs and decorative pieces. 

If you have space underneath your bed, turn it to good use. Construct 

shallow drawers on wheels or invest in under-bed zippered storage 

bags. They can be great for storing throw rugs, blankets, linen and 

shoes. 

Ever considered hanging your jewellery? To save space in your 

bedroom, try a wall-mounted jewellery box to display all your favourite 

pieces of jewellery. Or you could pin and hang items on a decorative 

pinboard instead. 

Don’t let wall space be wasted space. Wall shelves can be cut to the 

exact length you need and provide lots of opportunity to store and show 

off your things. 
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It’s important to create a space where organising is fun for children. Use 

of colour and different sized boxes and tubs to store toys, will help to 

control the clutter in a bedroom. 

Plan ahead and create space for growing needs! Try to purchase 

furniture that can be adjusted as your child gets older, e.g., 

adjustable shelving and bed units that extend with a desk area. 

Be creative. Make use of colourful boxes, baskets, hanging storage 

areas, hooks, hangers and wall organisers. When your child is older, 

encourage them to choose their own storage items to inspire them keep 

a tidy space in their bedroom. 

If you have the room, create an art storage space in your child’s 

bedroom. Try to make it a fun work area with multi-coloured jars and 

containers to hold crafty bits and pieces. 

Attach a pinboard to the wall that can hold pictures and artwork. You 

can also use this as an educational tool for your child, where they can 

pin letters and numbers. 

You can also display artwork in an appealing way by attaching a series 

of clipboards to the wall. Artwork can be rotated easily and quickly on a 

regular basis. 

> Continued
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To save space and get rid of bulky puzzle and board game boxes, store 

the puzzle pieces in zippered pouches. Cut off the image of the puzzle 

from the front of the box and place it in the pouch for reference later on. 

If you have the space, build a window seat in the child’s room, providing 

an ideal cosy reading spot, with handy storage underneath. 

Have a lot of furry bears and animals to store? Purchase some wooden 

crates with wide slats and place the animals inside the crates. Place a 

sticker titled ‘The Zoo’ at the top of the crate and you’ve created a fun 

storage unit for the stuffed toys. 

Alternatively, place an over-the-door shoe organiser on the back of the 

bedroom door to hold stuffed toys. You can have a special pouch or 

‘bed’ for each of the toys, so they can be carefully put away to sleep 

each night. 

If you are running low on space, a wall-mounted desk that folds away is 

an ideal storage solution. 

Utilise the space underneath your child’s bed by installing pull-out 

drawers or use zippered storage bags to store clothing or linen. 

For a nursery, find a change table with a few drawers and shelves, to 

ensure you have everything at hand when you need it quickly. 
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Whatever the craft, there are always a myriad bits and pieces to store. 

Make your life easier by separating your craft accessories into different 

containers. Buy clear plastic boxes, or label coloured or decorated 

containers. 

Be eco-friendly. Use empty yoghurt and ice-cream containers, and 

cover them with fabric or paper for storing your craft supplies. 

Use office trays or stacking shelves to store your scrapbooking paper, 

filed according to colour and/or design. 

Too many pens and pencils?  Separate your pens, crayons, pencils 

and highlighters according to colour. Find some small, multi-coloured 

buckets to hold them. 

An assortment of different sized glass jars can be used for holding 

buttons, beads, ribbon, glitter, pins and sequins. Arrange the items by 

colour to create a visually striking effect in your craft room. 

Try using a range of interesting terracotta and ceramic garden pots to 

store your art tools and equipment. 

Create an inspiration wall to display your ideas and new projects. A peg 

board can also be used to store your craft tools and equipment, such as 

scissors and punches. 

> Continued
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Make use of an old spice rack to store all of your gorgeous beads, 

buttons and sequins. 

Archive your photos into decorated boxes and then label the boxes 

according to topic/occasion. 

Use a wine rack to store spools of ribbon. Align the spools so that the 

ribbon is accessible from the sides. 

You could instead purchase some paper towel holders and place your 

ribbon spools on each of the holders according to colour and/or design. 

Use a bookcase with glass doors to showcase all of your beautiful 

fabric. Organise the fabric by colour and then by design to motivate and 

inspire you. 

An old broom handle can be turned into a storage unit for your wrapping 

paper and/or fabric. Mount the broom as a display rack horizontally and 

attach it to the wall. 

Find a bookshelf with small box shelving and store your yarn collection 

in an appealing and eye-catching display. 

Sometimes you need to stand to complete your craft projects. If you 

have the space, an island bench is perfect for working on larger projects 

and allows for storage space underneath. 
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Can’t find your hammer and screwdrivers? Install a tool wall above your 

workbench in your garage or shed. Hang your sharper objects such as 

saws, scissors, pliers and secateurs on hooks or hangers. 

Adjustable shelving is a must in the garage. Display an assortment of 

clear containers or wire baskets on the shelves for easy visibility and 

access. 

Use an assortment of baskets to store your gardening tools and gloves. 

Create a paintbrush rack. Magnetic strips can be mounted to the 

wall. Hang your paintbrushes bristle end down to ensure that they 

dry properly and also to minimise any dust that collects between the 

bristles. 

Crate boxes of varying heights and shapes can be stacked at various 

angles to create an attractive display along the wall of your garage. 

Connect the crates with wood screws near the corners to keep them in 

place. Add some boxes and containers to keep your garage items neat 

and organised. 

For a unique storage idea, attach an old mailbox to the side of your 

raised garden bed. Place your gardening tools in the mailbox for handy 

access when you need them. 

> Continued
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Slat-wall panels are versatile and can be fixed to walls to store items 

such as ladders, rakes, shovels and bikes. 

Store seasonal decorations (e.g., Christmas tree and decorations), 

sports equipment, unused toys and camping gear in labelled plastic 

boxes. 

Get yourself a workbench.  If you only have a small space, a fold- 

out worktable will give you extra space. Try to find a workbench with 

additional cabinets, drawers, shelving and a pegboard. 

Double your garage floor space by storing lighter items from the ceiling. 

There are a number of effective ways to utilise this space such as 

overhead cabinets, hoisters, rafters and rack units. 

Use galvanized steel buckets to hold children’s outside toys such as 

balls, sand pit toys, helmets and pool toys. 

If you have young children with lots of outdoor bikes and scooters, 

designate an area for their equipment. Create a ‘mini parking area’ by 

sectioning off space with coloured masking tape. Place a picture of 

their bike or scooter above this space so they can see where they need 

to ’park’ their items. 

20 

mailto:info@urbanpropertyinspections.com.au


The Home Inspection Hub 
....................................................................................................................................................................................... 

A PO Box 277, Boronia, 

E  info@thehomeinspecti

A  PO Box 277 Boronia Vic 3155  E  info@thehomeinspectionhub.com.au     P  1300 071 283   W  www.thehomeinspectionhub.com.au 

So, you’re ready to move, or perhaps you have just settled into your 
dream home? Wherever you are in your property journey, we hope you 
found our Top Storage Tips useful. 

The Home Inspection Hub are the experts in residential building inspections.  
Operating since 2002 (as our sister company SPI Property Inspections),  
The Hub is now a separate company exclusively servicing the residential market. 

Our mission is to act as an independent guide throughout the inspection process,  
providing our residential clients with the highest quality service and timely, comprehensive reports. 

Our qualified and experienced inspectors conduct: 

• Pre-Purchase House Inspections
• All stages of New Home Construction Inspections, from Contract Review through to 

Post-Completion Maintenance
• Special Purpose and Owner Builder Defects (137B) Reports, and
• Specialist services such as Tax Depreciation Schedules, Building Dispute Reports and 

VCAT/Expert Witness reports.
• We also partner with a reputable pest inspection company to offer Combined Building and 

Pest Inspections.

The Home Inspection Hub has a central office in Melbourne. From this base, we have contract inspectors who carry out 
our wide range of inspection services across Melbourne, Geelong and Central Victoria. 

Our sister company, SPI Property Inspections, is a building inspection company with an established base of commercial and infrastructure clients. 

At The Home Inspection Hub, we work for you.   

Our goal is to provide you with expert and independent advice in a timely manner, to help you make informed decisions when buying, selling, building or renovating a home. 
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